launching and recovery.
(3) Each rescue boat must be stowed in a way that neither
the rescue boat nor its stowage arrangements will interfere
with the operation of any survival craft at any other
launching station.
(b) Each rescue boat must be provided a means for
recharging the rescue boat batteries from the OSV's power
supply at a supply voltage not exceeding 50 volts.
(c) Each inflated rescue boat must be kept fully inflated at
all times.

Date: January 17, 2000
Document: #R-230
Subject: Rescue Boats and Platforms Required on Offshore
Supply Vessels

§133.175 Survival craft and rescue boat equipment.
(a) All rescue boat equipment must be as follows:
(1) The equipment must be secured within the boat by
lashings, storage in lockers or compartments, storage in
brackets or similar mounting arrangements, or other suitable
means.
(2) The equipment must be secured in such a manner as
not to interfere with any abandonment procedures or reduce
seating capacity.
(3) The equipment must be as small and of as little mass
as possible.
(4) The equipment must be packed in a suitable and
compact form.
(5) The equipment should be stowed so the items do
not—
(i) Reduce the seating capacity;
(ii) Adversely affect the seaworthiness of the survival
craft or rescue boat; or
(iii) Overload the launching appliance.
(b) Each rigid liferaft and rescue boat, unless otherwise
stated in this paragraph, must carry the equipment specified
for it in table 133.175 of this section. Each item in the table
has the same description as in § 199.175 of this chapter.

BACKGROUND
Our concern for lifesaving equipment presently installed
on inspected offshore supply vessels mirrors our concern
that the Coast Guard has shown no initiative in calling the
attention of Congress to the inadequate requirements for
lifesaving equipment installed on uninspected towing
vessels that "lower-level" mariners serve on. While we
would expect both better equipment and better maintenance
of that equipment on inspected vessels, we simply cannot
take that for granted.
ACTION
If you believe that the rescue boat or rescue platform on
your offshore supply vessel (OSV)(1) is not suitable, is not
maintained properly, or cannot be used safely by the
personnel assigned to your vessel, please report this to
GCMA giving full particulars. [ (1)The term OSV includes
crewboats, utility boats and supply boats.]

TABLE 133.175. SURVIVAL CRAFT EQUIPMENT

EXISTING REGULATIONS

Item
No.

Item
1

1 Bailer
3 Boathook
2
4 Bucket
5 Can opener
6 Compass
8 Drinking cup
9 Fire extinguisher
10 First-aid kit
11 Fishing kit
12 Flashlight
14 Heaving line
15 Instruction card
1,3
17 Knife
18 Ladder
19 Mirror, signalling
4
20 Oars, units
Paddles
21 Painter
22 Provisions (units per
person)
5
23 Pump
24 Radar reflector
5
26 Repair kit
27 Sea anchor
28 Searchlight
29 Seasickness kit (units per
person)
30 Signal, smoke
31 Signal, hand flare
32 Signal, parachute flare
5
34 Sponge
35 Survival instructions
36 Table of lifesaving signals
37 Thermal protective aids
6
(percent of persons)
39 Towline
40 W ater (liters per person)
41 W histle

46 CFR 125.160. A rescue boat means a boat designed to
rescue persons in distress and to marshal survival craft.
§133.135 Rescue boats.
(a) Each OSV must carry at least one rescue boat. Each
rescue boat must be approved under approval series 160.156
and equipped as specified in table 133.175 of this part.
(b) Offshore supply vessels, as an alternative to the requirement in paragraph (a) of this section, may carry a motorpropelled workboat or a launch if the workboat or launch must
meet the embarkation, launching, and recovery arrangement
requirements in § 133.160 (a), (c), (d), (e), and (f).
(c) A rescue boat is not required for a vessel operating on
the continental shelf of the United States, if—
(1) The OCMI determines the vessel is arranged to allow
a helpless person to be recovered from the water;
(2) The recovery of the helpless person can be observed
from the navigating bridge; and
(3) The vessel does not regularly engage in operations
that restrict its maneuverability.
§133.140 Stowage of rescue boats.
(a) Rescue boats must be stowed as follows:
(1) Each rescue boat must be ready for launching in not
more than 5 minutes.
(2) Each rescue boat must be in a position suitable for
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1

Each liferaft equipped for 13 persons or more must carry two of these
items.
2
Not required for inflated or rigid-inflated rescue boats.
3
A hatchet counts towards this requirement in rigid rescue boats.
4
Oars are not required on a free-fall lifeboat; a unit of oars means the
number of oars specified by the boat manufacturer.
5
Not required for a rigid rescue boat.
6
Sufficient thermal protective aids are required for at least 10% of the
persons the survival craft is equipped to carry, but not less than two.
[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25304, May 20, 1996, as amended by USCG–
1999–6216, 64 FR 53227, Oct. 1, 1999]

distance from bow to stern.
(b) Construction. The method of construction shall be
such as is accepted as good engineering practice in the case
of the specific material used. The hull shall be suitably
stiffened to assure adequate strength.
(c) Weight. The weight of the rescue boat, fully equipped,
shall not exceed 225 pounds.
(d) Seats. The rescue boat shall be fitted with three thwarts.
The middle thwart shall be arranged as the rowing seat.
(e) Internal buoyancy. Buoyant material of suitable
unicellular plastic foam shall be installed in the rescue boat.
This material shall be protected from mechanical damage. It
shall be distributed uniformly in the boat and such that at
least one-quarter of the required volume is located at the
sides of the boat. The minimum amount of buoyant material, in cubic feet, shall be determined by the following:

§160.056 Rescue Boat. [Editorial Note: This regulation
describes the traditional oar-propelled rowboat carrying this
approval number formerly permitted to be carried on OSVs.
This boat does not meet SOLAS requirements. The new rescue
boats carry an approval number of 160.156. The .100 numbers
indicate approved equipment that meets international
specifications.]

B = 2 + (W - W ¸ d) ¸ 62.4 - c
(1)
Where:
B=Volume of buoyant material required in cubic feet.
W=Weight of equipped boat, in pounds
d=Specific gravity of hull material.
c=Density of buoyant material, in pounds per cubic foot.
160.056-3 Fittings and equipment.
(a) Fittings. (1) The rescue boat shall be fitted with one
pair of rowlock sockets. Detachable rowlocks shall be
permanently attached to the boat by chain or other suitable
means.
(2) At least one eyebolt, ring, or other fitting suitable for
attaching a painter shall be fitted to the bow and stern.
(b) Equipment. (1) The rescue boat shall be provided with
one pair of oars of suitable size and material.
(2) A painter shall be attached to the bow and to the stern
fittings. Each shall be of suitable material, at least 3/8-inch
in diameter, and at least 30 feet long.

Fiberglass Rescue Boat
Rescue Boat Specifications
Length: 12'0"
Breadth: 4'5"
Depth: 1' 71½"
Capacity: 3 persons
Weight: (equipped): 186 lbs.
U.S.C.G. Approval: Subpart 160.056
Required Equipment: (2) 6'6"Oars
(2) 30' lg. painters
Optional Equipment: Outboard motor

160.056-4 Approval tests of prototype rescue boat.
(a) Drop test. The rescue boat, fully equipped, shall be
dropped, in a free fall, from a ten-foot height into water. No
damage which would render the rescue boat unserviceable
shall result from this drop.
(b) Stability and freeboard test. The rescue boat shall
have sufficient stability and freeboard so that the gunwale
on the low side shall not be submerged with 350 pounds
placed nine inches from the side in way of and about the
level of the middle thwart.
(c) Rescue boarding test. With one man in the rowing
position, a second kneeling on the stern thwart facing aft,
and a third man balanced on the transom, the minimum
freeboard of the transom shall be five inches. The men
should average 165 pounds each. This test simulates the
rescue of a person over the transom by a two-man boat
crew.
(d) Rowing test. Three men, averaging 165 pounds each,
shall be seated on the centerline of the boat, one on each
thwart. One man, in the rowing position, using ordinary
rowing technique, shall demonstrate the satisfactory course
keeping and maneuvering characteristics of the boat in the
ahead and astern directions.

Methods of Launching
— Radial Davit (shown)
— Ship's Crane
— Stores Crane
— Throwover Capability (under 200 lbs.)
160.056-1 General requirements.
(a) Rescue boats accepted and in use prior to the effective
date of this subpart may be continued in service if in
satisfactory condition.
(b) All rescue boats must be properly constructed, of such
form as to be readily maneuverable, and be of the open rowboat type. They shall be suitable for use of three persons.
(c) Rescue boats shall be constructed of materials
acceptable to the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection,
having jurisdiction of construction.

160.056-6 Name plate.
(a) Each rescue boat shall have permanently fitted at the
transom a metal name plate, galvanically compatible with
the hull material, and bearing information relating to the
testing and approval of the prototype boat. Either raised or

160.056-2 Construction.
(a) General. Rescue boats shall be square-sterned, of
normal proportions, not less than 11 feet nor more than 14
feet in length. The length shall be the overall horizontal
2
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indented letters shall be used.
(b) The following information shall appear on the name
plate:

Table 133.175 of this part."
In the past, Coast Guard approved equipment was fully
described in 46 CFR Part 160 where its specifications could
be easily perused by the public. This has changed, and
"approval series" 160.156 is not published.
ITEM #1: We respectfully request the specifications of all
rescue boats currently approved under approval series
160.156 including the names and addresses of all
manufacturers as they would appear in Equipment Lists,
COMDTINST M16714.3E or later edition (if available to
the public).

Rescue Boat
U.S.C.G. Specification 160.056
Prototype approved ________
(Date)
Approved by OCMI ________
(Port)

ITEM #2: We respectfully request information as to
whether Equipment Lists, COMDTINST M16714.3E, is
the latest edition of that publication. If it is not, we wish
to ascertain where the latest information is available.

Date of manufacture _______
(Date)
Manufacturer's serial No. ___________

It appears that 46 CFR 133.136(a) no longer accepts the
use of the traditional "rescue boat" as described in 46 CFR
160.056. However, it appears that many of these boats are
still in service in this District. Consequently:
ITEM #3: We respectfully request a copy of the latest
Eighth Coast Guard District policy governing rescue boats
that are installed on OSVs under 46 CFR 133.135(a). If
the District allows individual marine inspection zones to
establish their own policies on this matter, we respectfully
request a copy of each of those policy letters as well.

Manufacturer's name and address ___________

160.056-7 Procedure for approval.
(a) The manufacturer shall submit a request for approval
to the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection, having jurisdiction of the place of manufacture of the rescue boat.
(b) Formal plans will not be required. However, a
combined general arrangement and construction plan is
required, which includes principal dimensions, and descriptive data of hull material, buoyant material, and equipment.
(c) When plans and data are satisfactory, the Officer in
Charge, Marine Inspection, will assign a marine inspector
to conduct the tests required by §160.056-4.
(d) Upon successful completion of the test, the inspector
shall submit a written report to the Officer in Charge,
Marine Inspection. A copy of this report, with plans and
photographs, shall be forwarded to the Commandant for
record purposes. The date of approval and the marine
inspector's initials shall be indicated in this report.
(e) The Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection, shall issue
a letter to the manufacturer indicating that approval of the
rescue boat has been granted, and will include any conditions imposed. A copy of this approval letter shall be
forwarded to the District Commander and to the Commandant.
(f) If a rescue boat is required on short notice, a boat may
be approved on an individual basis: Provided, That the
requirements in this subpart are met to the satisfaction of
the Officer in Charge Marine Inspection. Sketches of the
boat showing alterations may be submitted in lieu of the
manufacturer's general arrangement and construction plan.
Under these circumstances, the letter indicating that
approval of the rescue boat has been granted shall be issued
to the vessel using the boat. [CGFR 61-15, 26 FR 9300,
Sept. 30, 1961, as amended by CGFR 65-9, 30 FR 11480,
Sept. 8, 1965]

46 CFR 133.135(b) states: "Offshore supply vessels, as an
alternative to the requirements in paragraph (a) of this
section [supra], may carry a motor-propelled workboat or a
launch if the workboat or launch must meet the
embarkation, launching, and recovery arrangement
requirements in §133.160(a)(c)(d)(e) and (f)."
ITEM #4: We respectfully request a copy of any
requirements the District or its various marine
inspection zones may have imposed relative to any such
alternative craft and the size, type, fuel stowage and
capabilities of the "motor(s)" that propel them.
46 CFR 133.135(c) states: "A rescue boat is not required
for a vessel operating on the continental shelf of the United
States, if¼(1) The OCMI determines the vessel is arranged
to allow a helpless person to be recovered from the water (2)
The recovery of the helpless person can be observed from
the navigating bridge; and (3) The vessel does not regularly
engage in operations that restrict its maneuverability."
ITEM #5: We respectfully request a copy of the guidelines that the OCMIs in the Eighth District use to determine whether a particular OSV meets the requirements of
paragraph (c)(1) cited above. This request would include a
description of any tests that are required for an OCMI to
reach this determination and a statement as to whether
these tests are conducted using only the crewmembers assigned to the vessel under its Certificate of Inspection and
the physical conditions under which these tests are conducted.

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE COAST GUARD

It is our understanding that tugboats used in the offshore
oil industry are not considered to be OSVs and are not
governed by 46 CFR 133.135.
ITEM #6: Are there any regulations that currently require
outfitting uninspected towing vessels used in the offshore
oil industry with rescue boats, life rafts, life floats or
buoyant apparatus?

On December 21, 1999 GCMA addressed the following
letter to the Commander, Eighth Coast Guard District in
New Orleans requesting answers under the Freedom of
Information Act:
Dear Sir,
46 CFR 133.135(a) states that "Each OSV must carry at
least one rescue boat. Each rescue boat must be approved
under approval series 160.156 and equipped as specified in

We appreciate your efforts in furnishing this information.
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COAST GUARD RESPONSE
The Coast Guard responded to our request for information by furnishing three items:
1. A letter dated January 11, 2000 reprinted herein (2 pages).
2. Eighth District Policy Letter titled: Rescue Boat Requirements on Offshore Supply Vessels and dated Nov. 12, 1998. (5 pages).
3. Letter to OMSA dated August 25, 1999. (2 pages).
4. Letter to Tidewater Marine dated December 6, 1999. (2 pages).
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